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Who Could Smell O'Brian?
be irritating to the eyes and skin. The odor and vapor from the
chemical was picked up by the building's air handler and circu
lated through the building. The air handler is a system of fans and
controllers that circulates in the building what is for the most part
recycled air.
In a phone interview, Henry explained that the chemical,
named Inhibitor MB-60 was a corrosion inhibitor from the family
of chemicals called Amines. As its name suggests, it is added to
water circulating in the heating loops of O' Brian Hall to prevent
corrosion. In general, Inhibitor MB-60 is not the only chemical
added to water circulating in the heating loops. Many circulating
loops contain water with algaecide and bactericide. However, they
do not emit an odor.
Henry said that although spills of this kind are not routine,

by Sol Sandberg
On the morning of February 9th, a call went out from the
Dean's office seeking an answer to a vexing question facing the
UB Law community. The question: why did the school stink? Ear
lier that morning, members of the faculty and staff complained to
the Dean's office about burning eyes and a foul odor circulating on
the upper floors of O ' Brian Hall. While servicing a malfunction
ing valve in an interstitial space that houses a mechanic's room
between the seventh floor and the roof, members of the mainte
nance staff had sometime before spilled some water mixed with a
chemical substance on to the floor.
According to Lou Henry, the Director of the Occupational
and Environmental Safety Department, the chemical component,
although not toxic, had a vapor with a sweet acrid odor which could

Continued on page 3

Summer Fellowship Applications Available

Women's Law Center Seeks Interns

by Russ Klein

by Russ Klein

BPILP fellowship applications will be available in the Ca
reer Development Office (CDO) on Tuesday, February 17th.
Summer fellowships are a minimum $2500 for 10 weeks of
public interest related work. There are also 3 fellowships avail
able for $3250 for 13 weeks of public interest related work in New
York State.
Along with the regular fellowships , three student groups
(Outlaw, LALSA, and DVTF) will offer Co-Op fellowships . These
fellowship applications will require separate essay questions, and
will also be available in the CDO.
All applications must have an accompanying agency state
ment assuring placement anywhere in the US and abroad.
Applications will be due in the CDO office on March 25th,
at 5 PM.

The Women 's Law Center is seeking interns to help set up
the office, write grant proposals for funding, perform client in
take, and assist the attorney in representing clients.
The Women 's Law Center is re-opening in the area after a
brief absence. A subsidiary of the YWCA of Niagara, the Women 's
Law Center provides legal service to women as one component of
the YWC~s comprehensive Alternatives to Domestic Violence
Program .

Continued on
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Editorial
Last week, my grandmother died. Emotional stuff aside,
this meant three things to me: 1) After all these years, I would
finally be able to justifiably skip class. 2) After only two issues, I
wouldn't be around to work on the News Briefs and layout of the
Opinion, which led me to speculate that Russ and Ken would prob
ably make it look a lot better, just to spite me. And 3) Do I really
have a cohesive moral syllogism that puts me in favor of the right
to die?
Let me preface this by saying that my convictions are
never that rock-solid. In an uncertain world, ambiguity reigns,
and the existence of a god, the righteousness of environmental
ism, and the surety of wearing seat belts, are always subject to
skepticism. I lean toward pro-choice but question whether or not
this is because of some abstract foresight to an inconvenient situ
ation I might find myself in someday, I lean toward pro-anarchy
but question if I could truly be responsible for myself without any
laws, and I lean toward pro right-to-die because the idea of wast
ing away in some stinking cesspit of a home during my final years
terrifies me. The personal is political. The political is very self
ish.
My intellectualization of death--which at the point of in
tellectualization ceases to become death, and becomes a "right"-
starts with the basic premise of self-determination. I possess my
life, I have exclusive rights to it, and should I wish to terminate it,
there should be no question as to my power to do so. Two hundred
years ago, in a system of strict liability, this would have been true.
Today, however, there is a new ethic pervading our soci
ety--negligence. Nothing I learn last year made me more livid.
Through this mindset, if not the actual legal application, we can
see links between my death and the death of another.
Let's say I decide it's time to go. Fulfilling the dream of

years, I leap out of a plane without a parachute, and let my (nine
decade, ten-decade?) old body plunge to the earth. Blammo. I'm
dead. Any friends I have left go out drinking. The end.
Or so it should be. But let's say, seeing me off myself so
graciously, the family of a feeble old person, or perhaps a young
victim of terminal cancer, encourages them to do the same. Un
like me, however, these people have decided it's not their time to
go, that they don't want to die, and that, at long as they keep mak
ing those fun new painkillers, it just isn't their time. Their family
pressures them some more. They consent. It's all perfectly legal.
But.
When messing around with life, it is best to wear kid
gloves. It's one thing to be a role model influencing kids to "just
do it." It's another to set the precedent to "just end it."
Well, round and round, my problems go, but there's usu
ally one point where I get off, and it's usually only a stone's throw
away from certainty. It goes back to something my Father used to
tell me, usually when he was somehow conveying the message
"no sympathy." It went like this: "Monkey see, monkey do ... ."
You know the rest. And the meaning? The human race can not be
held responsible for the individual weaknesses of its members.
Legally speaking, especially in the current tort-frenzied
climate of the law, this argument doesn't hold much water. So is
there a constitutional "right to die?" Sure. Well, as much as there
is a "right to travel," or "right to privacy," or "right to choice."
However, this editorial is not meant to grapple with what we've
done to the Constitution.
Oh, well. Someday we'll get it right. I mean, if there is a
"right." Huh. Howza 'bout that wonderful voter turnout in Maine?
-- S.A. Cole
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increasing marketing, adding staff at the Office of Admissions and
offering more financial aid to deserving applicants.
According to Aundra Newell Shields, Associate Dean for
Admissions and Student Services, representatives of the Law
School attended 30 recruitment events-up from 15 last year- in
cluding school fairs and targeted visits to schools with whom the
Law School has a relationship and the Law School Forums in Wash
ington, D.C., New York City, Boston, Atlanta, Texas, Chicago, and
Los Angeles. Between 2,000. and 7,000 students attend each of
the forums.
UB was also one of twenty five participants in the pilot project
of the LSACD-a CD-Rom containing information about the LSAT
and legal education from the Official Guide to US Law Schools,
and the catalogues of participating law schools. The CD-Rom were
distributed at various Law School Forum.
Further facilitating access to information by computer savvy
potential applicants, the UB Law application as well as all cata
logue information and additional information on faculty, curricu
lum and the student body are now available on-line.
As part of its effort to increase staffing, Office of Admis
sions is currently seeking to hire a recruiting specialist whose pri
mary focus will be expanding recruitment and marketing. Currently,
most recruiting, especially at school fairs and forums is done solely
by Dean Shields.
Concluding that providing more financial aid is necessary to
attract worthy applicants away from the competition, the Law
School is providing financial aid services to accepted applicants
above and beyond what is available through the central Financial
Aid Office. Starting last year, full and partial tuition scholarships
were offered to accepted applicants on the basis of merit and need.
Currently, there are approximately one thousand applicants
for two hundred and ten seats in the first year class.

Who Could Smell O'Brian. .. Continued from page 1
complaints about odors in buildings are common. Usual causes of
odors are laboratories, trap odors, maintenance, pepper spray ac
cidents and tar.
According to Henry , 90% of the odors are gone by the time
staff from the office of Occupational and Environmental Safety
arrive on the scene.
Henry noted that smell is a subjective thing with some people
having a high sense of smell an others a low sense of smell.
In the case of the chemical spill this past Tuesday in O'Brian
Hall, he denied any danger saying," The nose starts picking up smell
at a couple of parts per million ... The nose is amazing. You would
be shocked at the sensibilities of the nose and fortunately for most
matters the threshhold that you start to smell is far below the
threshhold of health hazard." He added,
"You also have to look at the cumulative exposure to the
chemical."
To get rid of the smell, workers from the Office of Occupa
tional and Environmental Safety used the air handler. Usually, the
air handler recycles about 90% of the air and takes in 10% from the
outside. The air handler was set to take in a greater fraction of air
from outside. According to Henry, after a few hours the smell was
gone.
Some students agreed with Henry's assessment of the situa
tion. However, Russ Klein, a 2L, said "the building always smells,"
and Brenda Tomes, also a 2L, stated "when I entered the building
in the evening I still smelled the odor."
At least one student was oblivious to the smell. Nancy
Saunders said "I smelled nothing."
The Office of Occupational and Environmental Safety is re
sponsible for all safety concerns that are not in the province of
Public Safety. With a staff of 27 people, they are responsible for
fire safety, life safety, chemical safety and radiation safety for a
131 buildings. They also handle industrial hygiene, workers com
pensation claims, accident reporting, safety training and asbestos
management.

Those Were the Days... Part 1
by Russ Klein
The University at Buffalo, School of Law is probably per
ceived by most current enrollees as a pretty tranquil place - almost
to the point of apathy (have you noticed our Letters to the Editors
section of late?). The most controversial groups in the school,
like Outlaw, are well recognized as having a place here. But there
was a time when things were different. .. In 1987, this very law
school was so besieged with problems, that it actually enacted a
hate speech code, known as the "Faculty Statement Regarding In
tellectual Freedom, Tolerance, and Prohibited Harassment" (aka
the Faculty Statement). Hard to imagine, huh?
The incidents surrounding the Faculty Statement are no doubt
very interesting, if not disturbing (on the part of all those involved).
The Opinion archives show that in the Spring of 1987, a series of
very unfortunate events took place: anonymous notes left in the
mailboxes of some female students, containing anti-feminist and
anti-gay comments, and even personal threats. One woman re
ceived a decapitated teddy bear in her box with red nail polish
around the neck. Another woman received feces wrapped in tin·
foil, and her car tires were slashed in the parking lot. Finally,
there was quite a bit of graffiti around the law school (bathrooms,
desks, movie screens, and pay phones - the graffiti was racist, anti
feminist, and anti-gay in tone).
In response, on October 2nd, 1987, the Law School Faculty
unanimously adopted the Faculty Statement.

New Recruitment Effort to Increase Applicant Pool
by Sol Sandberg
The Office of Admissions has extended the deadline for ap
plications to the Law School from February 1 to March 15. The
extension was made to increase the applicant pool because a large
number of applicants, some of whom have strong academic back
grounds or are non-traditional students, were not able to take the
LSAT till February. With the new deadline in effect, the school will
consider LSAT scores from the February administration of the LSAT
as well as the December LSAT. Under the old deadline, the De
cember LSAT was the last LSAT administration to be considered.
While extensions have occurred in the past, this extension is
part of a new law school recruitment effort according to Marie
Mcleod of the Office of Admissions. Coinciding with a university
wide effort to recruit better students to UB, the law school's re
cruitment effort is a self-driven response to the nationwide shrink
ing of the applicant pool, a trend that has occurred for the past six
years. The drop in the number of applicants has led to increased
competition among law schools to attract fewer well-qualified ap
plicants. Based on a study of the resources available at other law
schools to attract applicants, UB's recruitment effort will involve

__C_o_n_t,...in_u_e_d,_o_n_p_a_g_e_l_O

Continued on top of next column
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Second Annual Outlaw Dinner
by Russ Klein
The Second annual outlaw dinner will be held on Saturday,
February 28th at the University Inn.
"A Work in Progress: Justice for Lesbians, Gay Men, and
Bisexuals" will feature opening remarks by Dean Barry Boyer, Bill
Goodman (President, Bar Association for Human Rights ofWNY)
and Professor Estelle Lau . The keynote speaker will be Lavi
Soloway, National Coordinator of the Lesbian and Gay Immigra
tion Rights Task Force, speaking about "Lesbian and Gay Immi
gration Law."
Tickets must be purchased by February 24th, and is $10 for
students, and $25 for others. The dinner will feature a cash bar
starting at 6:30pm and a buffet dinner beginning at 7pm. To pur
chase tickets, stop by the Outlaw table on the second floor of
O'Brian Hall this week Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from
10-2pm. Tickets can also be purchased by calling 836-6148
(BAHRWNY) or 883-6165 (Outlaw).

Women's Law Center...

The Women's Law Center serves a population ineligible for
Legal Aid whose income is insufficient to obtain individual repre
sentation.
For those unable to take advantage of the opportunity this
semester, future placement is possible through the Family Vio
lence Clinic ( contact Clinic Director, Suzanne Tomkins, Room 613),
or though independent studies and summer internships.
Students interested in working during the current semester
should contact Eileen T. Duggan, box #364.

WBFO to Host Discussion Panel
by Ron Link
A Student Panel discussion program is currently in the works
for broadcast on WBFO radio.
The issues discussed will vary but might include topics on a
variety of different public problems both local as well as national
in scope.
Those students who may be interested in participating by
sitting in on the discussions and expressing their opinions are wel
come to respond.
Interested parties should contact Ms. Jennifer Roth, general
manager, WBFO at 829-2880 or leave notice of your interest in
mailbox #104.

Bridge Courses Familiarize Students
with Specialized Areas of the Law
by Mary Jane and Denis Uminski
Bridge Courses enable law students to explore more special
ized areas of the law. In January, the Law School offered a bridge
course called "Adoption Issues" which was taught by Pamela
Thibodeau, Esq.
The course covered agency and private adoptions, including
international and foster care adoptions. At the state level, attor
neys must be familiar with provisions of the Family Court Act, the
Domestic Relations Law, the Social Services Law, as well as local
requirements of the Family and Surrogate's Courts. At the federal
level, they must be mindful of the Indian Child welfare Act and of
Immigration Law. Ms. Thibodeau emphasized the importance of
sensitivity in dealing with both the birth parents and adoptive par
ents. She also emphasized the importance of encouraging partici
pation of adoptive parents in adoption support groups.
She invited two members two members of Families Inter
ested in Adoption to make class presentations; Susan Saur, Adop
tion Social Worker with Erie County Surrogate's Court, and Mary
Jane Uminski, Publicity Chairman for FIA and wife of 2L Denis
Uminski. They spoke about the issues and concerns of birth and
adoptive parents, local support groups and the process at the
Surrogate's Court.
During this session, each student received a copy of the FIA
Factbook and Newsletter, a list of support groups in Western New
York, and information on positive adoption language. Students
had an opportunity to examine the "Blue Books" listing children
waiting for adoption in New York State. It was emphasized that
hundreds of adoptions occur every year in the county and they are
positive and beautiful experiences. Students were told that it is
relatively easy to adopt and that there are many ways to adopt,

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Association of Women Law Students requests any infor
mation regarding items missing from a locked cabinet in their of
fice (Room 10, O'Brian basement). Among the missing items are
five t-shirts for sale by a collaboration of Student Organizations
concerned with social justice.

CA S E N OT E

Continued from page 1

COMPETITION

First Years: The casenote competition for selec
tion to law reviews and journals, including the Buffalo
Law Review, will be held for the first time over spring
break. You will receive more information in your Per
spectives class as the break draws near.
The Opinion has gone cyber. ;)
<http://wi ngs.buffalo .edu/law /opinion>

Would you like to write for
THE OPINION?
All submissions due Thursday by 5:00 pm in
the Opinion office (in the basement).

Continued on page
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Bridge Courses...

Continued
from page 4

depending on the needs and back
grounds of the adoptive parents.
Finally, students were shown a
copy of Look Who's Adopted, a
children's book written by adoptive fa
ther Mike Taheri, a local criminal de
fense attorney and member of the UB
Law faculty. Interestingly, two law stu
dents had personal experience with the
adoption process. One was an adoptive
father of two, and the other was an
adoptee who had located his birth fam
ily.
At the conclusion of the course,
students were evaluated by their prepa
ration of a set of legal forms for a pri
vate adoption.

Professor Thibodeau discusses an adoption form with 2L Paul Barr.

Johnnie Cochran Speaks at NBLSA Conference in Buffalo
by Kevin Hsi
On February 6, 1998, famed attorney Johnnie Cochran, a
member of O.J. Simpson's legal "Dream Team", spoke at the 30th
Northeast Regional Conference of the National Black Law Stu
dents Association which was held at the Buffalo Hilton in down
town Buffalo. The conference's host was the U.B. Law School
chapter of the Black Law Students Association (BLSA). Cochran
spoke at the conference's Frederick Douglass Luncheon before a
crowd of over 150 lawyers, judges, politicians, reporters and law
students from over twenty schools in the Northeast region. Ap
proximately two dozen U.B. law students also attended the event
which took place early Friday afternoon. Aside from Cochran,
students also heard from other speakers such as Deputy Assembly
Speaker Arthur Eve, an Assemblyman from Buffalo and Robert
Johnson, the District Attorney of the Bronx.
Cochran focused his speech on the themes of the conference
which were excellence, service and professionalism . Throughout
his speech, Cochran cited quotations from famousAfrican-Ameri
cans such as Frederick Douglass, Martin Luther King, Jr. , Marcus
Garvey and Michael Jordan. However, due to Cochran's involve
ment in certain ongoing and high-profile litigation, he made no
direct references to his role in the O.J. Simpson case. Likewise,
Cochran did not discuss his role in the Latrell Sprewell case and
the Cynthia Wiggins case which involves a wrongful death law
suit against the Walden Galleria and other entities by the family of
an African American woman from Buffalo who was killed in the
winter of 1995 while crossing a busy street across from the mall to
get to work. An investigation found that the mall had a policy of
refusing to allow city buses to drop off people at its entrances due
to alleged safety concerns.
On the theme of excellence, Cochran said that students should
"make excellence your goal in your every role." However, he

then reminded his audience that "it's not all about money, power or
your position over others." Cochran then quoted Maria~ ~rig~t
Edelman, the head of the Children Defense Fund, who said don t
just strive for money or power. They won't save your soul or help
you sleep at night. "
Cochran also warned his audience that as people of color,
"you will encounter things which the majority culture never had to
deal with ... Our society is changing very rapidly. Within these
changes lie some very sophisticated veils for racism."
Cochran said that he viewed the ongoing attacks on affirma
tive actions as "just another veil for racism" and that "when you
see racism, call it for what it is or else it'll continue."
Cochran felt that as lawyers, "you can use the law to help
change society for the better." He said that he had learned how this
could be true when he heard about Thurgood Marshall on the day
the decision in Brown v. Board of Education came out. In his ac
knowledgment of Marshall and other civil rights pioneers, Cochran
reminded his audience that "all of those who came before you paid
the ultimate price to help get you where you are now."
Giving some insight and advice as to his own status in the
world, Cochran said that being successful, "is not a popularity con
test. It 's not about who 's going to love you or who 's going to hate
you. It 's about who's going to respect you."
On the theme of professionalism, Cochran mentioned that
law students are "going into a profession which is being denigrated
by many." Using Hollywood as an example, Cochran lamented
that the portrayal of lawyers have changed a lot since the early
1960s classic To Kill A Mockingbird, where a lawyer like Atticus
Finch was held up as the ideal . Nowadays, he says, the portrayal
of lawyers have went from The Verdict (corrupt lawyer) to The
Firm (corrupt firm) and now The Devil's Advocate (lawyers as

Continued on page 9

5

.·:;··:H ........ :i·

:-•··'.· .·_

The thing that

·:f {'j \( ')'l:k'.:::'.;) most people latched onto,
· .., ' ·"" · :::,,:::t.,,,l:'.:!; as soon as we learned who

\

._ ....-·

we were dealing with, was
that Ted Kaczynski was a

--~~rt':
.
-~
.

.

When Theodore Kaczynski agreed last month to plead
guilty to charges that he was the so-called Unabomber, a small part
of me was fairly let down. Of course, in the court of public opin
ion, where you and I get to play judge, jury, and executioner in our
minds, most of us had tried and convicted Ted Kaczynski -- some
people I know had, in their minds, sentenced him to a pretty grue
some execution at the hand of the state.
I was not one of those sentencing Kaczynski to death in
my mind. Besides the fact that I personally had seen no evidence
proving his guilt (no, "but the FBI says they found this, that, and
the other thing" is not good enough to me ... especially when its
relayed through CNN Headline News via FBI leaks), I was hoping
that the man who stood for much principle and morality through
his admittedly Machiavellian methods would step forward and say
"I did it, and this is why."
For those of you not "in the know" (and I find it hard to
believe that there are many of you with regards to this case), the
accused Unabomber was so named because of a number of mail
bombs that were sent out to university, research, and airport re
lated targets (hence the nickname "unabomber") . In his reign of
some 17 years, 3 people were killed, and quite a few injured. Some
of the correspondence between the "unabomber" and the authori
ties referred to a group, and not an individual behind the attacks.
Many of the coded messages including the manifesto he later black
mailed the Times and Post into running were signed "FC." No
body bas really figured out what it stood for (especially since the
messages always referred to the bombers as "we"), but some specu
lation was that "FC" stood for "Fuck Computers."
The FBI released a sketch of who they thought was the
Unabomber, and it is noted that the drawing looks, no matter how
much I draw on my creative energy, nothing like Ted Kaczynski.
For a long time, the "unabomber" sat atop the FBI's most wanted
list, but people generally knew little about him . Then, out of the
blue, the unabomber made threats to blow up planes at airports,
and basically blackmailed the New York Times and Washington
Post into printing his manifesto, Industrial Society and its Future.
Shortly thereafter, with leads starting to actually come in, a man
named David Kaczynski came forward and said that the writing
and evidence made him suspect that his own brother was the
"unabomber." Ted was arrested, and after a lot of time, some news
worthy happenings (read a newspaper to find out), etc., we came to
this point, with Ted pleading guilty in exchange for a life behind
bars.

are all used to. Who uses a manual typewriter anyway? That's
like using black and white film! Unbelievable.
By most of society, Ted was labeled "sick," "crazy," and
"mentally disturbed." It is questionable whether this "most of
society" that I am speaking of actually read Industrial Society and
its Future. It is questionable whether much of society has even
questioned the society that we all live in at all .
TED AND ME
So at this point, the casual reader is probably thinking
"ok, so you think we unfairly characterized Ted K -- so what , we
do that to everyone! What 's it to you?" I have, for a long time,
had a strong sympathy for those who are anti-technology. I could
never figure out why, or how to get out of where I am now, and I
definitely don't condone murder/bombing, but stuff like Herny
David Thoreau 's Walden seemed incredibly appealing to me. My
life started changing more appreciably when my friend Jen loaned
me a book called 4 Arguments for the Elimination of Television
by Jerry Mander. While most of my inherent political views ques
tion the existence of government, this was the first book that I had
really read that dove deeply into the subject of questioning the
existence of our type of society. As you might guess, the book had
a lot Jess to do with just television, and more to do with every
thing that is wrong with a society that builds itself around televi
sion.
Anyway, shortly after reading the book, I decided to act
on something that I had wanted to do for a long time: I stopped
eating all meat, and went vegetarian (I hope some day I can make
the big step to veganism, but that is a long way off for me) . Be
sides satisfying my moral dilemmas on the slaughter of animals, I
started actually feeling physically good after eating my meals. I
no longer felt really sick after eating dinner at Governors dining
hall or Putnams or Baldy Walkway (though one need not eat meat
to get sick eating at these places). After a while, when I realized
this pattern of eating and not getting sick, vegetarianism became
easy. Very easy.
Soon, I read a few other books and essays that solidified
my views. My friend Kevin told me about a woodsman named
John Muir (and even though I made fun of Kevin about the books,
I did listen to what be had to say about Muir), I read a short play
(on Kevin 's recommendation) called The Night Thoreau Spent in
Jail (by Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee), a semi-fictional re
telling of Thoreau 's great act of defiance in refusing to pay taxes

6

to support our war with Mexico, and several other books and es
says, too long to list here (though I will specifically recommend
Thoreau 's A Plea For Captain John Brown - which this essay 's
title is based on).
So over time, my views allowed me to understand what
sort of society the " Unabomber" wanted. Believe me: 8 or 9 years
ago, I'd have thought he was some sort of leftist freak (as it turns
out, he is highly critical of both the right and the left). Now I can
see the call to lesson this society's dependence on technology (yes,
it does seem ironic that I am typing this on a computer).
TED AND YOU
But why should you care? You may not agree with every
thing Ted Kaczynski did -- for example, I don't agree with his
methods of terrorism and murder. But you should give second
thought to his message. Remember, this "technology" era that we
are in now is fairly new and quick to set up on us. I remember not
too long ago, that computers were a rare thing to see. In Spring
1994, when I lived in McGinnies Hall at Fredonia State, my friend
Jon let me borrow a Volker-Kraig dumb-terminal so I could do my
email from my room. I was the only person in my hall to have
anything resembling a computer ( and we are talking stone age com
puting here ... 1200 baud modem, and a screen that looked more
like a microwave than a monitor) . Now, when I walk down where
I live, every room has a computer in it, just 4 short years later. Do
you think that all this radiation, combined with the radiation from
our televisions that most of us have in every room, has no effect on
us?
Have you ever wondered why people seem to suddenly
snap and pull out guns and start blowing away complete strang
ers? Its the society around us! Its dizzying, its unthinkable• and it
didn't exist not too long ago in this form.
People go to Niagara Falls, and when they get to Clifton
Hills, they see the most amazing array of lights, tourist traps, and
pseudo-garbage that anyone could ever imagine. Could you pie
-lure it?. One of the most amazing natural phenomenons need'! to
have the bright lights of Oifton Hills near by? In the park that
runs parallel to the falls acr~ the street, there is actually a foun
tain •· as my friend Jen said, do you think with the Falls right
across the street, there is somehow not enough water entertain
ment that they need this little artificial fountain (and people were
sitting around the thing!)?
This summer, when my friends and I made a short day
trip to Arkwright Park in Chautauqua County, near the first high
water fall (I was too chicken to climb down the side of the cliff to
get to the second water fall), there were tons of beer cans, garbage,
bottles, etc. Same thing when I visited Fredonia reservoir 2 years
ago -- beer cans, bottles, cigarette refuse, etc.

to ourselves. The human body has shown that it isn 't meant to
withstand this, and now the human mind is showing that it isn't
meant to withstand this either.
Thoreau 's Walden may be a dream to me, but someday. .

The Earthling

by Ken Grant

IN MY LIFE
(Lennon/McCartney - Submitted by Katie McDowell)

There are places I'II remember
All my life though some have changed
Some forever not for better
Some have gone and some remain
All these places have their moments
With lovers and friends I still can recall
Some are dead and some are living
In my life I've loved them all
But of all these friends and lovers
There is no one compares with you
And these memories lose their meaning
When I think of love as something new
Though I know I' JI never loses affection
For people and things that went before
I know I' II often stop and think about them
In my life/ love you more

YET THIS IS WHAT OUR HIGH TECH, POR
TABLE, MODERN SOCIETY IS GIVING US!!!!
CONCLUSION
I can't speculate as to what was actually inside the mind
of Ted Kaczynski, but it seems so apparent to me that he has hit on
something that is fundamentally wrong with the way things are
going. Maybe we don't need to be constantly surrounded by ever
increasing amounts of technology every where we go. After all,
there is plenty to see out in the real world of nature (when we
aren't constantly using the planet as our personal land fill) .
Do I think anyone here is going to change their views on
the Unabomber? No. But I sincerely hope that, if even for a sec
ond, anyone reading this will stop and consider what we are doing

Though I know I' II never lose affection
For people and things that went before
l know I' II often stop and think about them
In my life I love you more
In my life/ love you more
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IMAGES IN MALE
A man was walking along and happened to spit.
Three times.
All in the same place.
The man went on. The gobs of spit remained
And one of the gobs of spit said:
"We are here--but the man is not. "
And the second said:
"He is gone. "
And the third:
"That is the only thing he came here for --to plant us here.
Weare
the purpose of mans life.
He is gone, but we remain. "

education" to change or, in the alternative, suppress, attitudes and
outlooks it doesn 't like. More forthright people recognize this as
brainwashing. Among the strangest obsessions of the cultural elite
is that the attainment of female equality requires the fundamental
alteration of male sensibilities. Many women under the age of 30
are brainwashed to believe this, and virtually every man under the
same age has endured some measure of shrill female dudgeon about
sexual equality. 4 (Most of this dudgeon, however, is spread by the
same small percentage of women, who claim to possess a deeper
understanding of female problems, and claim therefore a concomi
tant right to speak on behalf of their better adjusted sisters). Lay
ing aside the question of what precisely was so unfulfilling in the
lifestyle of the 1950s, where the female half of the population
could live in comfort, leisure, and luxury, and concentrate its ener
gies on child rearing, that the female authors and trend setters
counseled women to seek the pleasures of the time clock and the
delights of the labor force in preference, it is instructive to con
sider what the cultural elite does not consider objectionable in the
current status of women:
A) that a woman's sex life is not exempt from the general
coarsening of modem life, and women of all circumstances are
conversant at a tender age with sexual practices and appetites that
in better days one would not impute to a concubine;
B) that a woman's initial insistence on pursuing a career to
perfect her emancipation has ripened into a necessity to do so, with
the consequence that her children are often reared by strangers;
C) that the cultural elite's denigration of marriage, the most
reliable guarantor of female financial and emotional security in
every human society, have left countless women lonely and over
whelmed, without a man's hand to caress her at night or discipline
her children by day.
These ugly consequences of the headlong rush for equality
of obviously dissimilar beings possessed only of complimentary
defects do not diminish the zeal of the cultural elite. What exer
cises the cultural elite is the suggestion that somewhere a man may
be telling a joke that, if told to a woman, might be subjectively
insulting to her. They would have us believe that the telling of
jokes by groups of men, out of earshot of women, is proof of a
nebulous and ubiquitous phenomenon called sexism, and boys must
be educated from an early age not to consider a joke amusing if it
contains the faintest suggestion of ridicule. Underlying such a be
lief is the idea that a boy 's propensity to enjoy or invent such a joke
is a function of his rearing, and a proper rearing will alter the
heretofore nature of the boy.
Anyone who believes that nurture can overcome the impulses
of nature should examine the following graffiti unearthed in Ro
man Pompeii. CAUTION: Those with delicate sensibilities should
bear in mind that the author of this article is not the author of these
graffiti, and blame for any discomfort that these messages may
produce should be placed squarely where it belongs: at the feet of
a Pompeiian graffiti artist:
hie ego nunc futue formosa forma puella
laudata a mu/tis, set tutus intus erat.5

---Fyodor Sologub 1
The modem conceit that human nature is socially constructed
is one of the most pernicious and odious examples of intellectual
onanism . The belief that human nature is ever perfectible has
inspired very vicious acts by very ruthless people as they endeav
ored to flay mankind toward its putative ideal. German fascism
dreamed of improving the quality of the German gene pool by
eliminating elements of the population with perceived genetic or
racial flaws.2 The Communist Party of the Soviet Union assumed
control of all aspects of educational, economic, and cultural life in
order to "re-engineer the human soul" and fashion homo sovieticus,
a new type of human being that would approximate perfection.
These two attempts to remake human nature were not the only
ones in human history, only two of the most notorious.
Goethe once remarked that if you examine yourself too
closely, you will find that you are sick. Periodically in Western
culture, callow members of the idle, privileged elite will strike an
ethereal pose and claim to sublimate the gratification of their per
sonal impulses for something they interpret as a "higher good," or
a "common good. " They then tum their gaze inward to examine
the minute details of the society in which they live. Invariably,
they find their society and the people who inhabit it lacking, and
try to remake society in their own image. (The hippies proclaimed
their intention to "put America on trial"). The 1960s produced
many Young Turks who believed that the purity of their ideals
would waft themselves and their cause to greatness, but in the
event were content to claw their way to material success, social
status and prominence in government. Many of these people con
tinue to believe that human nature in malleable, and they are will
ing to employ the power and influence of their offices and status
to alter the way that human beings think and feel. The lynchpin of
democracy is that a government and a society must trust its citi
zenry. The fact that certain members of the cultural elite do not
trust the decent instincts of the citizenry and urge the employment
of the state apparatus to re-form those instincts causes one to doubt
the dedication of the cultural elite to a system of political democ
racy.3
Prevented by the nature of our system from re-forming so
ciety at bayonet point, the cultural elite employs a process of "re-

--c-o-n""'t....in_u_e_d_o_n_pa_g_e_9
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Images in Male Continued from page
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And another selection, with lexical choices one can only call
unfortunate:
Cosmus Equitiaes magnus cinadus et fellator est suris apertus
Despite their age, these vulgarities would not seem out of
place on the walls of virtually any bathroom stall at our university.
The amazingly modern feel of these pieces is a testament to how
little human nature has changed over millennia. Prurient human
nature winks across the centuries at us in all its earthy glory, im
pervious to change in technology, style of life, religious belief, or
intellectual movement. Our commissars of speech and thought fill
surely fail to correct what Christianity, the Enlightenment, and the
Scientific Revolution could not alter.
by Adam Perri
Endnotes:
1

Fyodor Kuzmich Sologub, Russian Symbolist, 1863-1927.
Translation by Bernhard Guilbert Guemey.
2
The eugenicists who founded Planned Parenthood in the
United States shared the similar goal of eliminating what they per
ceived as undesirable elements of the American population.
3
In nations where such people come to power on the crest of
revolution, the consequences can be grim for those who do not
measure up to their imaginary ideal. Our democratic system has
prevented the excesses common to totalitarian regimes, but the
difference between a Nazi book burning and a disciplinary hearing
for a speech code violation at an American university is primarily
one of degree.
4
Perhaps someday, observers will rediscover the courage to
identify these rants as the hysterics that they so plainly are.
5
This and the following example taken from AMY RICHUN,
THE GARDEN OF PRIAPUS: SEXUALITY AND AGGRESSION
IN ROMAN HUMOR (1992), 82. The author of this article has
omitted the translations which Richlin provides, and cautions the
reader that these are very vulgar and exceedingly lowbrow mes
sages.

More Announcemen/1
Faculty-Student Happy Hour
The Student Bar Association and the Administra
tion invite everyone to come attend the first Faculty
Student Happy Hour of the Spring semester. There will
be free food, drinks, and a great chance to mingle with
students and faculty outside the classroom. It will be
held from 4-7 P.M. on Wednesday, February 25th, in
the 5th floor faculty lounge.
SBA To Hold Raffle
The Student Bar Association will be selling raffle
tickets outside the library on February 23rd and 24th.
The drawing will be for one pair of Barrister's Ball tick
ets and one $250 BAR/BRI scholarship. The drawing
will be on the 24th at 4:30 P.M..

Johnnie Cochran Speaks ... Continued from page 5
employees of the devil).
Nonetheless Cochran remains hopeful that current law stu
dents can change this bad image since, "I assume that when you
came to law school to become a lawyer, a part of you is doing it to
make the world a better place than when you found it."
On the theme of service, Cochran's main point was that pro
fessionals and other successful people have an obligation to give
back to the community from which they came from. "From those
to whom much is given, much is expected. Don't forget that,"
Cochran said.
Due to an apparent time constraint, Cochran had to leave
immediately after his speech without talcing any questions from
the audience or staying around for lunch. Despite his abrupt de
parture, it was clear from the audience's reaction throughout the
luncheon that his speech was well received.
Following Cochran's speech was Arthur Eve, the Buffalo
Assemblyman who is also the Deputy Assembly Speaker. Eve
placed great emphasis on the importance of prayer and service and
challenged law students "to go back to the communities around
your school and seek out students from the worst school in the
area and tutor them for an hour a month. I guarantee you that one
hour will make a difference.
After the luncheon, Robert Johnson, the Bronx District At
torney, held a workshop on the criminal justice system for inter
ested students. Johnson is perhaps most well-known for angering
Governor George Pataki with his refusal to seek the death penalty
in a case involving an alleged "cop killer" due to his principled
stance against the death penalty.
Defending his stance, Johnson pointed out that the death
penalty statute signed into law by Pataki specifically states that
"the death penalty cannot be imposed unless the county D.A.
chooses to bring it up ... it is (solely) within the D.A. 's discretion."
Johnson also pointed out that, "so far, not one death penalty
case has come up to trial in New York state" since it was reinstated
in 1995.
Aside from discussing the death penalty, Johnson also dis
cussed his role as the District Attorney, his view on the root causes
of crime, working with the police and deciding when to show
prosecutorial discretion. Johnson also defended his office against
criticism that his office has not been tough enough on police bru
tality and that the criminal justice system is biased against the
defendant. In Johnson's view, it is the opposite that has occurred.
For one thing, ironic as it may seem, he feels that it is the poor who
have a better chance of achieving justice under the criminal jus
tice system since many Legal Aid attorneys are better trained and
qualified in handling criminal law cases than many of the private
attorneys whom the middle class can afford. Johnson also ex
pressed his satisfaction with the fact that "the D.A. 's office have
been doing more on prevention nowadays."
As with Cochran, Johnson's speech was well received by his_
audience and one student even publicly thanked him for his will
ingness to stand up for his principles despite the political pres
sures around him. Overall, the BLSA conference was seen by
many as a success due in part to its ability to draw such prominent
figures from the African American legal community.
Letters to the Editor should be delivered to the Opinion's
basement office or to box 95 or 27 (your choice).
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IRAQI DODGE BALL
by Randy Janis
Eight years ago, give or take a week or two, I was anxiously
counting the days to my discharge from the Israeli army. Yeah I
was a soldier in the Israel Defense Forces, a sergeant in fact , but I
was not a commando, or paratrooper, just an average soldier serv
ing on a base in Tel Aviv.
With only three weeks left in my service the U.S. began to
make preparations for Operation Desert Storm . Saddam Hussein
promised that any attack on Iraq would be countered by an Iraqi
strike on Israel. With Saddam 's eyes set on Tel Aviv, my base
became the bulls-eye on Saddam's scudboard.
At this point in time the fear in Israel was that Saddam knew
that he was soon going to Jose power and that he would leave his
mark on the Arab world by dropping chemical scud missiles on
Israel.
I remember the night of the first U.S. strike on Iraq. I was on
base doing my usual all night shift. I sat with an army buddy of
mine, Troy, who also hailed from the U.S., Oakland, California, to
be exact. We listened to a small transistor radio and impatiently
waited to see what would happen. The radio reports claimed that
America was striking military installations throughout Iraq. By 5am,
reports were that U.S. and allied forces had destroyed all possible
installations from which scuds could be fired on Israel. The threat
was over!
I had a 24 hour break until my next shift so I grabbed my bag
and hitchhiked about 80 miles to the farm that I lived on during
leave from the army. I didn 't bother mentioning to my commander
that I was heading home for the night. But why should I, the threat
of attack on Israel was over? I arrived home stripped out of my
uniform and hopped into bed.
About 2:30am the phone rang, it was my Guatemalan neigh
bor working the night shift at the farm 's plastic factory. Get up!
Get up! Chemical missiles! Chemical missiles! The war sirens
blared. I grabbed my jeans, my gas mask, and dashed for the door.
I was about a stride from the door when the phone rang again. Who
in the hell would call me during a scud missile attack? Hello? Oh.
Hi mom . No everything is alright. Uh huh. How are you? Great!
Listen I can't really talk right now. I looked at the ceiling expecting
a missile to come through any moment. No really all is well . Gotta
go. Talk to you soon. Bye.
My mother, sitting in San Francisco listening to CNN was
forewarned of the scud attack on Israel before I was.
I left my room and sprinted for the sealed room to which
I had been assigned. I had an "adopted family " on the farm and I
had been told to report to their house in the event of an attack. I
raced over and we made last preparations before we entered the
room .
Each household in Israel sealed a room . Most families didn't
descend to the neigbb(."lfhood bomb shelters because there wasn't
as great a fear of being hit by a scud as there was to being exposed
to a chemical scud. Each family completely sealed up one room of
the house. All windows were shut and taped repeatedly to prevent
glass from shattering in the event of a attack Towels were stuck
beneath the door and all other possible leaks were sealed with tape,
towels, or plastic.
I raced into the sealed room with Gili and Tzvika, my adopted

parents, and Tamar, Ophir, and Alon. Gili, Tzvika and I, looked
like anteaters with our gas masks on. Tamar, aged 7, and Ophir,
aged 5, wore fishbowl like helmets that were connected to an oxy
gen supply. Alon, the infant, was concealed inside a plastic bubble.
We turned on the radio and waited. The whole country had been
caught off guard. Missiles were hitting central Israel and we were
told to stay in our sealed rooms until troops could be sent out to
investigate whether these scud missiles carried chemical warheads.
We sat in the room for three hours. Finally we were told that
all fired missiles had been investigated and none carried chemical
warheads. We were free to leave the sealed rooms . I called my
commander and was told to get back to base ASAP. I hit the main
road, flicked up the thumb, and began the trek back to Tel Aviv.
Nobody was on the roads that day. Only soldiers. It was a very
spooky experience.
Scud missile attacks generally occurred at night. During the
day the scud missile firing pads could be easily detected by allie_d
forces. So the Iraqis took advantage of the darkness. Good for them
bad for me. I had to report to the all night shift again.
The nations sense of fear could be gauged by the number of
packs of cigarettes I brought with me to each shift. That night I
arrived with 3 packs. The one positive thing about the missile at
tacks was that for once I could smoke a cigarette without the con
stant guilt that I would only live to be 55. I was convinced I wasn't
going to live to be 25 so I sucked down cigarette after cigarette
with no shame.
I was convinced that this was my last night. My friend Troy
headed down to a bomb shelter that night and the serious hand
shake and goodbye glances that we exchanged made me feel very
uneasy. I waited and smoked and blabbed and paced. The night
passed slowly and as the sun began to rise I breathed a sigh of
relief. I was spared! I headed down to the showers. As I scrubbed
and shampooed, I swore that I heard what sounded like footsteps
of people racing around. Nab! Your paranoid. I continued soaking
and heard it again. I shut off the shower to satisfy my neurotic
hunch. I was right. The sirens were blaring and soldiers ran franti
cally about. I grabbed my gas mask and literally streaked out to be
with the rest of the soldiers.
Lucky for them, the only thing those Israeli soldiers were
exposed to that morning was not chemical missiles, but Randy in
his birthday suit.

Those Were the Days... Continued from page 3
The Faculty Statement has been blasted in books like Nat
Hentoff's Free Speech For Me, But Not For Thee as the most egre
gious example of a Jaw school bate speech code, and the Washing
ton Post labeled it as an unconstitutional prior restraint to the first
amendment. Members of the law school student body even took
the school to court over the Faculty Statement.
Yet, years later, the Faculty Statement is still in effect. Most
people do not seem to know the incidents which surround it. Many
.
people do not even know it exists.
Over the course of this semester, I will be taking an in depth
look into the events that prompted the Faculty Statement, the State
ment itself, and the aftermath.
(This brief version of the immediate facts is based on the
October 14th, 1992 issue of the Opinion. The article is called UB
Law Policy on Hate Speech Generally Misunderstood, by Natalie
A Lesh, page 6.)
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HOW DO I GET A SUMMER JOB AFTER MY FIRST YEAR IN LAW SCHOOL?
Advice from The Job Goddess (Kimm Alayne Walton) sub
mitted by Audrey Koscielniak
The Job Goddess applauds all of you for hitting the legal
career ground running. Why, when she was in your shoes, in her
pre-Goddess incarnation, the Job Goddess was thinking, "If I max
out my credit cards, can I spend the summer in Egypt?" You, of
course, not only have the right instincts, but also the divine guid
ance of the Job Goddess ' pool of experts. You will be delighted to
know that, approached, your first law school summer can launch
your legal career into the stratosphere.
How? The important point to remember about your first
summer is not to focus on what your classmates will focus on that is, getting a paying position with as large a law firm as pos
sible. There are at least three reasons not to do this. One is that
unless you go to one of the tiny handful of schools whose first year
students are sought by large firms, you will quickly frustrate your
self by trying to break into their traditional summer clerkship pro
grams. The Job Goddess does not want you to be frustrated; she
wants you to be happy and fulfilled. Another, more important rea
son is that you can get broader experience and much more versa
tility from other kinds employers than you can from large firms.
Where should you look, the Job Goddess hears you asking?
Your happiest hunting grounds are likely to be small firms and
judicial internships, and of those two, a judicial internship is likely
to open the most doors for you. As you undoubtedly know, there
are about a bajillion courts, between the federal court system, states,
municipal courts, and specialty courts. All of them have judges,
and judges all need clerks. As you know, the Job Goddess does not
advise you simply to send out mass mailers. Instead, check with
your career services director for alumni who are judges, and/or
any judges who routinely hire first year summer associates from
your school. Kitty Cooney Hoye, career services director at Notre
Dame Law School, points out that "Judicial internships are won
derful no matter what you intend to do after school. They impress
law forms, governmental employers, and public interest groups."
While your experience from judge to judge will vary, you'll un
doubtedly get to research and sit in on a number of cases, which
most students really enjoy. Donna Gerson, Assistant Career Ser
vices Director at the University of Pittsburgh Law School (and
herself a former federal judicial clerk) points out that you also get
"A measure of deference new lawyers don't even get, because other
lawyers will associate you with the judge." And on top of all of
that, Kitty Hoye adds that you'll "Wind up with a great writing
sample, and a judge's reference," both of which will be a real boon
to your job search later on.
The downside? Most summer judicial clerkships are volun
teer positions, and the Job Goddess knows how you cringe at the
word "volunteer." However, the experience is so great and will
grease the nubile wheels of your career so well that she encour
ages you to follow Kitty Hoye's advice, and "Volunteer 20 to 25
hours a week, if that's all you can afford, and get a paying job with
the rest of your time." You would not be the first law student to
spend a few hours week waitering.
The other target the Job Goddess recommends for you is to
work with a small firm . What's so super about a summer job with
a small firm, you ask? You will typically get a lot more responsi
bility than you would with a larger employer; in fact, you may

well get responsibility and client contact that large firm associates
don't get for years.
How do you get these small firm jobs? With small firms,
timing is everything; they won't hire you for summer jobs the
previous Fall, the way large firms do, because they won't typi
cally know whether they need anybody that far in advance. But to
position yourself for when the fruitis ripe, Kitty Hoye recommends
that you "Go to local bar association meetings in the Spring. A
student membership is cheap! These meetings are a great oppor
tunity to see who is doing what, and to let them see you in a non
interview-pressurized situation."
Kitty Hoye also urges you to let your career services direc
tor know what you're looking for. "Most first years think that
career services isn't there for them," she says. "It's not true! There
are a lot of great jobs that are handed down from upper class people
to students behind them. The career services office is a great place
to find out about those jobs, because they usually hear about them
first."
Whether its a judicial internship or a small firm you decide
to pursue, the Job Goddess urges you to not overlook the most
direct way to a summer job: research who's who, and then go
knocking on doors. Yes, it takes some nerve, but the Job Goddess
has never known of a law student to go unemployed for more than
a week if they were willing to pound the pavement and overlook a
few "nays" in the process. In fact, the Job Goddess knows a Third
Year law student, who got two - count 'em, two - summer clerkships
with federal trial level judges by showing up the first week of sum
mer vacation, knocking on the right door, and asking if they needed
any additional help. As this story illustrates, judges sometimes
underestimate how much of a workload they will have - and some
times their clerks don't work out, or worse, they don't show up at
all. The lesson here is that you must never, ever count yourself out
of a job you'll enjoy.
So set aside your dreams of big bucks from a law job next
summer. Put in some time with a judge or a small firm, doing
work you'll love, and wait tables to pull in cash if you need to .
The Job Goddess assures you that there is no better start to the
legal career that you want - and deserve, for getting such a head
start!

11

Special delivery Ralph
Gaboury had himself
delivered to Colleen Vilenski's
home on Christmas Day, 1996
in a refrigerator box.
from the Democrat and Chronical, 2.8.98

SURVEY SAYS!!!
We at the Opinion are interested in what you think of various facets of our everyday school life. Survey
results will be published in a future edition of the Opinion.
(1) Who do you think should replace Barry Boyer as dean of the law school?
Someone within the Law School (Please specify _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _)_
Someone outside the Law School (Please specify _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _)_

(2) Do you like the "new curriculum?"
___ Yes

---

No

(3) Do you think that the Career Development Office does a good job?
Yes
No
Unsure

(4) Please rate the following aspects of the law school on the H, Q+, Q, Q-, D, F system)

---

The Deans

___ The CDO (Career Development Office)
___ The Faculty
___ The SBA (Student Bar Association)
___ The Library

Please leave all surveys in box 95 or at the Opinion office in the basement of O'Brian Hall
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CROSSFIRE

''

• •

We are reviving an attempted tradition from the Opinion archives. Every couple of issues,
we will offer a topic for debate, and invite all members of the law school community to partici
pate in a debate format.

CROSSFIRE!! TOPIC FOR THE FEBRUARY 23rd Issue: Should UB Law School con
tinue to have a hate speech code?
All comments and responses for the February 23rd CROSSFIRE!! are due Thursday, Feb
ruary 19th by 5pm in the Opinion office or in box 95 (Russell Klein).
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Translation of our Latin motto:
"Smooth and Refreshingly Different News for
Today's Modern Reader."
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